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We are glad to support the revival of amateur dramatics
in Silsden and we wish every success to “A Christmas
Carol”.

We also take this opportunity to wish everyone a very
Happy Christmas and a blessed New Year.

Welcoming clients old and new in 2009.

Silsden Community productions

Presents




A History of Home-Made Entertainment in Silsden

One hundred and forty years ago. Silsden watched its first dramatic production when children of the
Wesleyan Day School presented “Joseph and His Brothers™. complete with a cast of paper donkeys, 1o
a1 doting audience of parents and local worthies.

Theatricals however did not make an immediate impact on a village been better known for its musical
passions.

First evidence of music-making comes in the early 1800s on Sunday afternoons in the Red Lien Inn
when singers and instrumentalists performed - for their own pleasure and not for audiences- the great
oratorios. including those by Handel and Haydn. Songs of a more ribald nature were sung in the upper
room ol the canal warchouse. where Blind Jack the fiddler was often in residence.

Two aceomplished organisations - Silsden Brass Band, formed in the late 1840s, and the Orchestral
Society, founded 1898- were nationally acknowledged for many decades. They were later joined by
an explosion of smaller musical outfits of varying ability, ranging from Ambrose Longbottom’s
String Band and Harold Kitchen's Tivoli Dance Band to the Mackamanappy Buriesgue Bund, Silsden
Ragtime Band and the Underground Artillery Jazz Band (largely a group of ex-World War 1 soldiers
who plaved home-made "tommy-talker’ instruments at local galas.)

Theatricals did not arrive for real until 1920 when the first Amateur Musical and Dramatic Society
was launched at St James™ Church with “Pirates of Penzance™, raising money for local hospitals.
Soon almost every local organisation began staging “At Home™ events. which always included plays
and sketches, locally written dialogue and home-made costumes. Soon there was a local production
almost every week,

The first of dozens of village pantomimes was offered by the Parish Church in 1934 with “Jack

and the Beanstalk”. At this time. the village owned at least four performance stages. Amateur

theatre brought out the best in communiry creativity and olfered endless pleasure and enjoyment 1o
enthusiastic audiences of local people. In the 1960s. as elevision ownership reached every home. the
frequency of these productions diminished. although the Methodist Players and the Carmel Players
continued 1o stage annual events, including pamomime and Gilbert and Sullivan.

It is only in recent years, with the loss of community spirit and facilities, that home-grown
entertainment of this kind has disappeared entirely. Perhaps “A Christmas Carol™ will be a reminder of
what has gone from our communily - and what might be again.

Our Christmas Music

All the carols you will hear this evening have been sung since Viciorian times.

Curols were first introduced into church services by St. Francis of Assisi in the [2th century. although
the earliest carol ever written is believed to be “Jesus refulsit omnium™ (Jesus. Light of All the
Nations) by St Hilary of Poitiers in 368AD. A very early carol still sung today is “Of The Father’s
Love Begotten™, the work of scholar Prudentius in 405,

The word “carol” is derived from the French word “caroller’. which means to dance around in a circle.
These Nativity songs were intended therefore as joytul and lively celebration. Carols were banned in
England during the 17th century by Oliver Cromwell, who thought that Christmas should be a solemn
and frugal accasion. They did not become popular again until Queen Victoria's reign when many

new carols were written. It then became tradition for carols to be sung not only in churches but in the
streets and wherever people congregated at Christmastide, including streets and music halls. Our own
band of carollers tonight share with you that Victorian experience.

Silsden Community Productions
Present
A Christmas Carol
The classic tale of redemption by Charles Dickens

Silsden Methodist Church
December 17-20 2008

Directed by David Hardman and Sylvia Wass
Scripted by Cathy Liddle
Music leader: Angela Clement
Supported by our Town Council and Keighley

Community Chest

“Being a Ghost Story of Christmas”
December 1843



Refreshments

provided by The
Co-operative and
members of the
team

Wednesday
December 17th
to
Saturday
December 20th
2008

A Christmas Carol

Act One

Scene One: The counting-house of Scrooge and
Marley

Scene Two:  Scrooge’s bedroom
Scene Three: A schoolroom long ago

Scene Four: M. Fezziwig's warehouse

Interval
Act Two

Scene Five: Christmas with the Cratchits
Scene Six: Travels with a phantom
Scene Seven: Scrooges bedroom

Scene Eight:  The counting-house of Scrooge and
Marley

Stage Manager: Denis Sharp with Graham Clymo and the
team of scene-changers

Wardrobe Mistress: Sheila Thompson with Chas Clarke,
Lynnda Smith. Jo Turner.

Props: Alan Raine, Carol Clark, Ernest Dodding, Cathy Liddle,
Sylvia Wass, Margaret Cope, Winnie Barker, Joan Bland, Sheila
Thompsecn, Elaine, Akeroyd, Brenda Carey, Keith & Jean Dunn,
Lynnda Smith

Lighting: Derek Thompson
Multi-tasking team: Jean Dunn, Joan Bland, Cynthia

Dodding, Audrey Hanson, Jo Turner, Chas & Carol Clark,
Margaret Cope Graham Iliff, David Locker and Others

Hair/Make-up: Lynnda Smith, Barbara Dadswell, Elaine
Akeroyd, Lisa Reinsch, Sophie Wogden.

Photography: John Liddle & Peter Normally

CAST
{in order of appearance)

Charles Dickens .. ..o Brian Turner
EBenezer SCTOOZE ......coooiiii ettt er b e Graham Mitchell
Bob Cratchil ... e Mark Kcelk
Fred SCTOOEE ...oovviriirrirs et st et st ne e b e e Steve Raine
Charitable Gentleman ... e Alan Raine
Charitable Lady ..o Pam Spencer
Young Carol SIMZET ... et e Tony Hopkins
MIATIEY ™S GROSL ..o s Keith Dunn
Ghost of Christmas Past ... e Brenda Carey
YOUNE SCTO0ZE oo et Adam Harper
LItIe FANM .ot e et raanas Philippa Clement
COBCNNMIAN .o ettt ettt et ere e enees Paul Anforth
Dick WITKIDS (oo et et ne et enen e Alex Robinson
MIT FEZZIWIZ ..o Laurence Driver
MIrs FEZZIWIZ ..o e Barbra Driver
The Misses Fezziwig ... Lucy Hall. Laura Dale, Ella Marklew

Fiddler . e Glen Berry
GUESES .ottt ettt e e e e b e n et et ea e e e naean Members of the Teum
H ar Ty e e e Philip Smith
BIIE ..o e et e e r e Sylvia Wass
Ghost of Christmas PreSent ...........ccooooioiiiriie et eee e John Peet
MIES CTatChit ..o e et et Karen Swann
Belinda Cratchit ... e Lucy Harper
Peter Cratehil ..o Tony Hopkins
Mary Cratchil ... Abigail Towers
Martha Cratchit ... SOPHiE Wogden
TANY TAIE e Lucy Hall
Ragged Children ... David Hopkins & Ella Marklew
Ghost of Christmas Yet t0 Come ... e Chas Clark
Three BUSINESSITIENM .....ocooviiiie et ese s asnre e eaneseaes John Peet, Steve Raine, Paul Anforth
VIS DIEDEIE Lo e e Pam Spencer
ERRED L. e e et e Sylvia Wass
DIOF@A ettt ettt e et Penny Raine
CAPOLINE ... e e ne Sue Grimley
Boy at the WINndow ... e e e e e Alex Robinson

Prompt: Elaine Akeroyd

Music: Angela Clement (leader) Glen Berry, Sue Johnson, Sylvia Cook. Valerie Clarkson. Trish
Coll. Sally Clement. Anne Goss. Eva Hopkins, Jane Mortimer, Mary Raine, Lynnda Smith



BUILDING SOCIETY

a/matters

65/67 Kirkgate Silsden
West Yorkshire
BD20 OPE
T: 0153565412 F: 01535 655674

The manager and staff of the Silsden branch are
pleased to be associated with a new community
venture.

Good luck to everyone involved in presenting A
Christmas Carol. May audiences enjoy a very happy

evening.

Best wishes to everyone for the festive season and
for 2009 - from all the team at 65/67 KirRgate.




‘Elegance Beauty Salon

We can't offer Scrooge a

make-over! But everyone else

TWIGGS
NEWSAGENTS

As always, Martin and staff are very
pleased to support community {ife in

is welcome! Silsden.
Wishing everyone a very 39 KIRKGATE Very best wishes to the Christmas Carol
Happy Christmas and New SILSDEN production.
gt b Year.
R A Good luck for a . . Everyone here at Hair Design
LH]?“ EorggN EY wonderful show. Halr CDGSIgH Centr C sends best wishes for a stylish
Howden Road, Silsden 44 Kirkgate production of A Christmas
BD20 OHA. Happy Christinas and a Silsden, Carol.
MOT Testing Station Prosperous New Year to Tel: 01535 652724 Have a very happy Christmas
M: 07860 831766 — T. 01535 655558 all season. Step our way tn 2009!

Silsden Health Foods

19 Bolton Road, Silsden

Offering an extensive range of organic and
fair-trade products; wholefoods; supplements;
cruelty-free beauty and bath requisites

Wishing every success to A
Christinas Carol. Season’s greetings
to everyone.

Looking forward to meeting you at
our well-stocked friendly shop!

W“ .II "|

! IIH

BD20 0AN

Aire View, Silsden
Keighley, West Yorkshire

% Tel: 01535 656544

wwiwv thepaperclip.co.uk

A festive welcome for
the return of theatre
to Silsden. Happy
Christmas to all

Silsden Golf All the best to A Christmas COb da e Stores Tony Cavaliere and staff send Christ

Driving Range Carol and season’s greetings 'zr den Road, ' | mas and New Year greetings to all

Keighley Road to everyone. OSwl fln 04 tnvolved with 4 Christmas Carol.

Silsden , tiscen Have an enjoyable evening, everyone!

The Over 55s (We meet on Tuesdays 9.30-12 to enjoy a 8kinfu| In k Ta'l"l'oo Hoping _tﬁ‘lt tﬁis]“"estive Fﬁeatricaﬁ[

Club at Silsden varicty of activities. All are welcome) Health Authority Registered production truly "leaves its mark on
: 74 Keichl Ro: d the audience! Season’s greetings to

Methodist The Over 35s are delighted to support this g ey ’ everyone.

Church. ~community initiative. May the Christmas spirit Silsden

last throughout the year!




THE CARPET GALLERY

-3 St. John’s Street, Sitsden BD20 OES. Tel: 211099,
Carpets, vinyls, laminate flooring, solid wood flooring,
remnants, Kamdean showroom
Mon-Fri 8.30-5
Saturday 9- 3.30

We offer our very best wishes to the production and
hope that everyone has a wonderful time.
A happy Christmas and a terrific New Year to

everyone.

Choose the Carpet Gallery in 2009!

WAINWRIGHT [3ROS

FOR PETROL & COMMON AL DIESEL

Specialists in all major mecha
M.O.T Repairs

Servicing For All Makes & Modess |
Courtesy Cars Aways Available
Tel No: 01535 656263

emall martin@walnwright-bros.co.uk LA v *
www wainwrght-bros.co.uk L) s

Good [uck to the cast and singers. We hope you provide Silsden
with an evening to remember! Christmas and New Year greetings to
everyone in the audience from Wainwright Brothers.

ARABESQUE

Kitchen bathroom bedroom design

As an Artist and Designer | would lke to offer a different perspective to my costomers
based on environment, lighting and space. | will manage the project from start to finish
with fully qualified and experienced fitting team. [ provide a free design free quote and
can cater for any budget.

[ PR

www.arabesque-kitchen-design.co.uk

1 Kirkgate, Silsden, W, Yorkshire, BD20 0AJ Tel: 07967584532 Fax,/Tel; 01535 655553

Happry to support Silsden’s latest community production. Compli-
ments of the season to afl, from Sam and the team at Arabesque.

Please call into our design showroom and see what we have to offer.

PAUL’S DIY

20 Briggate
Silsden

For all your hardware, households and gardening
requirements

You will find no Scrooges at Paul’s!! Join our happy band of
customers in 2009.

Wishing every success to the team invofved in bringing A Christmas
Carol to Silsden. Season’s greetings to everyone in front of and
behind the stage!




SILSDEN & STEETON

EUARANTEED 24hr PRI"H'A‘I'E HIRE SERVICE

nig B Dispatch

(01535)

@6565 .66

Online bookings at www.silsdentaxis.co.uk

Your friendly local travel agency, always
hete to help and advise on the right holiday
for you, extends season’s greetings to all.

Best wishes for an enjoyable production of A
Christmas Carol.
Looking forward to your custom in 2009.

'/ Keighlay, West Yorkshine BD20 0PE
01 =-\.!-'. 65661 o
e travel.com  Web: wwa sp hsiiravedsilenen. cor "
v b Ll 354 VAT P TrE The Travel Association

Your reliable local taxi firm is happy to support this
new community venture. We send you our best wishes
for great success. Season’s greetings to all.

: Always at your service.

John J. Halliwell and Co _
(inc Dewhirst Binns 53 Kirkgate,
- - . Silsden,
Solicitors of Keighley) BD20 0AQ

Solicitors

Our long established local firm welcomes the return of theatre to
Silsden. We hope that the well-loved story by Charles Dickens adds
to the Christmas festivities in Silsden.

Wishing everyone compliments of the season.

John J. Halliwell and staff

Tel: 01535 653094 ® Email: johnjhalliwell@tiscali.co.uk
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Carof

Ava FRose Hannilton

Wishing a Very Happy Christmas to everyone
involved in Silsden's production of A4 Christmas

Nadine’s of 50

To Scrooge, Tiny Tim and all the

Silsden Boats

Canal Wharfe, Elliott
Street, Silsden BD20o

oDE. 01535 653675

BRIDAL COUTURE Kirkgate cast, to back-stage workers and
Silsden audiences, a very Happy Christmas.
Wide ra“ggsogfsgiﬂs and | cufl and see us in the New Year.
CUT ITALIA | Hoping that your production is a

e

Every success for four enjoyable
performances of A Christmas Carol

(Gino:Gents Hairdresser)
88 Kirkgate, Silsden
01535 656893

cut above the rest!.
Christmas and New Year wishes to
you all

Tax Assist Accountants

The Accountancy and Tax Service for Small Businesses

37 Kirkgate,
Silsden
BD20 0AJT
Tel:01535 657070

SMITHIE

Ay gy o™

Propratar Ancirow Aspwal

2T Kirkgate, Sisden, Wes: Yorkshere, BD20 0A

Telephone: 01535 52304
ety BnARaeabulchiar O uk
VAT Fisg fea. 836 02098 28

J

Hoping there are no ‘beefs’ about
this production of A Christmas
Carol. Season’s greetings to all

FAITH HAIR
STYLISTS OF
BRIGGATE,
SILSDEN

All the salon staff wish Silsden’s
theatre-goers a truly happy

Christmas and a very stylish New
Year

David Edgar, Plumbing

and Heating Engineer.
24 Hour Call Out, Corgi registered.

Greenholme,
76 Howden Road, Silsden.
Tel: 653190

Happy Christmas to everyone.
Have a really enjoyable evening
in the company of Mr. Charles
Dickens and Co.

PICTURESQUE,

50 Kirkgate, Silsden

For all your art-works and
framing needs

We are very happy to support this
new community project. Seasons’
greetings to Silsden.

Fifty Five cafe

55 Kirkgate,
Silsden

We are pleased to support the revival of
amateur theatre in Silsden. Good [uck,
and festive greetings to all.

Why not try our winter warming menu?




